2018 Legislative Priorities
Kentucky REALTORS® (KYR) knows that homeownership has positive impacts on neighborhoods,
communities, and the overall vibrancy of the Kentucky economy. KYR advocates for policies that
increase access to the American Dream of homeownership by promoting growth, attracting new
jobs and talent, and encouraging positive community development. KYR seeks to be the voice
and the champion of more than 10,000 members that live, work, and invest in every corner of the
Commonwealth. Specifically, KYR’s interests fall into the following categories:
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Enacting Tax Reform
Protecting and Advancing the Real Estate Industry
Driving Growth and Economic Prosperity
Stimulating Community Development

Enacting Tax Reform
KYR advocates for tax policy that encourages growth and development, but believes that
tax reform measures should not place a disproportionate burden on homeowners and the
real estate industry. KYR believes that good tax policy should encourage homeownership,
not deter it.

KYR’s priorities are:
•
•
•

Protecting the mortgage interest deduction and property tax deduction
Opposing sales tax on services
Creating a first-time homebuyer savings account program
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every Senator and
Representative
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69% of Kentuckians own homes (versus 63% nationally). That translates to 1.2 million households. For every two homes sold,
one job is created, and each purchase generates as much as $60,000 in economic activity. With just over 100,000 homes sold
in the previous two years in Kentucky, more than 50,000 jobs have been created and over $6B in economic activity has been
generated through real estate sales.

Source: Census, NAR

Protecting and Advancing the Real Estate Industry
High standards for both REALTORS® and the agencies that regulate them ensure the longterm success of the real estate industry. KYR supports regulatory reform that removes
undue burdens on the real estate industry while also pushing policies that ensure the
highest level of integrity and expertise for its members.

KYR’s priorities are:
•
•
•

Eliminating regulations that burden small businesses and independent
contractors
Engaging in the continued implementation of HB 443 (2017 RS), which
reorganized the Kentucky Real Estate Authority
Working with the administration and legislators to ensure the highest level
of consumer protection, educational standards, and professionalism among
licensees

Driving Growth and Economic Prosperity
Economic development and meaningful pension reform are vitally important to the fiscal
strength of our state. KYR supports legislative efforts to attract new investment and talent to
the Commonwealth and it encourages changes to the pension system that provide financial
stability for long-term growth.

KYR’s priorities are:
•
•

•

Promoting economic development initiatives that bring new jobs to Kentucky
Supporting meaningful pension reform that sustains funding for the critical
areas of state government involved in attracting new investments and growing
our economy
Promoting workforce development programs that bring Kentuckians back into
the job market and provide the opportunity to put down stable roots in the
housing market

Stimulating Community Development
KYR understands the value of investing in livable communities and creating opportunity
for all Kentuckians to have a healthy and productive future. Our members give their time
and treasure to spark development in every part of the Commonwealth, and they support
legislation that builds upon their efforts to make our communities stronger.

KYR’s priorities are:
•
•
•

Allowing localities the flexibility to generate funding for public infrastructure
Supporting expanded and improved access to fast and reliable internet service
across the Commonwealth
Building strong and healthy communities by supporting initiatives to combat
the opioid abuse epidemic

89%

of Kentucky
REALTORS® are
registered to
vote (versus 82%
of all Kentucky
voters, 83%
of REALTORS®
nationwide
and 79% of all
national voters).
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$8,675
When a home is sold in Kentucky it generates a multiplier effect that impacts
the economy. There is greater spending at local restaurants, shops, and other
small businesses. The size of this multiplier effect is estimated to be $8,675.

