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“On behalf of over 11,600 Kentucky REALTORS®, this association 
advocates to protect and promote the American dream 
of homeownership. REALTORS® uniquely understand how 
homeownership has the potential to change lives and enhance 
the future for people of every background and in every corner 
of Kentucky. There is, perhaps, no sector more important to the 
Kentucky economy than the real estate industry.”

Lester Sanders
2020 President



Protect the Real Estate Profession
Eliminate regulations that affect housing affordability and burden small 
businesses and independent contractors in real estate professions

Work with the administration and legislators to ensure the highest level of 
consumer protection, educational standards, and professionalism among 
licensees

• Ensure the KREC has the necessary services for real estate licensees and consumers. 

• Support the idea of raising professionalism within the real estate profession. 

Promote online access to public records that are necessary for home 
transactions

• REALTORS® use public property records to gather information on public and private property. 

• Support a Uniform Online Database for public records.

Growth and Economic Prosperity
Promote economic development initiatives that bring new jobs to Kentucky

• Support the building of public-private partnerships.

• Attract targeted industries and investments.

Encourage more affordable housing opportunities in Kentucky

• Support growth management plans to meet existing and forecasted housing demand.

• Support market-driven approaches that foster a wide-range of urban, suburban and rural 
housing choices.

Promote workforce development programs that bring Kentuckians back into the 
job market

• Support workforce training programs .

• Support the enactment of economic development initiatives that help stimulate Kentucky’s 
economy.
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Tax Reform
Protect Mortgage Interest Deduction and Property Tax Deduction

• Support the Mortgage Interest Deduction as it allows homeowners to reduce their taxable 
income by deducting the amount paid in mortgage interest. 

Oppose Sales Tax on Services

• Places an undue burden on homeowners and other consumers of real estate services.

• Oppose any direct tax on real estate commissions. 

• Prevent a negative effect on the affordability of real estate. 

Promote programs that incentivize home ownership

• Support the implementation of First-Time Homebuyer Programs.

Promote a Streamlined Occupational Tax Collection System

• Enactment of a single portal with a common form for all counties and cities.

Community Development
Support expanded access to fast and reliable internet service across                   
the Commonwealth

• Support affordable access to world-class communications infrastructure to all communities. 

Build strong and healthy communities by supporting initiatives to combat the 
opioid abuse epidemic

• According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, an estimated 130 Americans are dying 
every day from opioid-related drug overdoses. 

Protect private property rights of homeowners

• Support the freedom to buy, sell, and utilize property. 

• Oppose restrictions placed on property owners.

Allow localities the flexibility to generate funding

• Support the implementation of Home Rule across the state to allow localities the flexibility 
to fund projects.



R. Rip Phillips
Immediate

Past-President

Ashland Area Board of Realtors®
Central Kentucky Association of Realtors® Inc
Eastern Kentucky Association of Realtors®
Greater Louisville Association of Realtors® Inc
Greater Owensboro Realtor® Association
Henderson Audubon Board of Realtors®
Hopkinsville-Christian & Todd County Asn of Realtors® Inc
Kentucky Barkley Lakes Board of Realtors®
Lexington-Bluegrass Association of Realtors®
Madisonville-Hopkins County Board of Realtors®

Mayfield-Graves County Board of Realtors®
Murray-Calloway County Board of Realtors® Inc
Northern Kentucky Association of Realtors®
Old Kentucky Home Board of Realtors®
Paducah Board of Realtors® Inc
Pennyrile Board of Realtors®
Realtor® Association of Southern Kentucky Inc
Somerset-Lake Cumberland Association of Realtors®
South Central Kentucky Association of Realtors® Inc
The Heart of Kentucky Association of Realtors®
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The total economic impact of a 
typical home sale in Kentucky

= $59,656
             14.6%

of the gross state product
in 2018

The real estate industry accounted 
for $30.5 billion

or


